
Dalhousie University

Dr. Christy Kelly-Bisson
Research Assistant

Grabbing stolen land:
Explaining land grabs in eastern Canada with decolonial historical materialism

2026-06-15



Dr. Christy Kelly-Bisson ckb644@proton.me

How should we theorize land grabs 
within the Canadian settler colony?
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Contradictions of settler private property

1) Colonialism and neo-colonialism
2) Land inheritance trap
3) Capitalist accumulation of farmland
4) Financialization of farmland
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Explaining settler-capitalist land tenure

● Original accumulation and settler-colonialism as 
process (Coulthard, Simpson, and Wolfe)

● Possessive Individualism (Macpherson)
● Territorial logics of accumulation (Arrighi and Harvey)
● Spatial Production (Lefebvre)
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Long Grab Theory
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Long Grab

A long-historical succession of property 
regimes either conquering or emerging 
from within existing ones resulting in 
periodic waves of colonial expansion and 
internal dispossession
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Long Grab Process of Frontier Expansion
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Territorial Hegemony



Land Grants
1783-1793 1830-1850

1850-1873 1870-1890



Capitalist Accumulation
1950-2017



Financialization
Walton International – 2006-2017 Walton International – 2009-2017
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What does the Long Grab tell us about land 
tenure in the Canadian settler colony?
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Theoretical considerations:

1) Land grabbing an inherent characteristic of private property
2) Private property cannot produce land tenure security in the long run
3) Land regimes produce the conditions for their eventual dispossession
4) We need a regime of common land tenure to curb the long grab 

phenomenon
5) A regime of common land tenure must include Indigenous land 

rematriation
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Read More: Christykellybisson.com
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